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The University PIDayton

News Release

UD LAW SCHOOL TO
GRADUATE 139
The University of Dayton School of Law will

DAYTON, Ohio, May 4, 1981
award the degree of

Ju~is

on Sunday, May 17.

The ceremonies will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will be held at

the

u~

Arena.

This will be the fifth class to graduate from the School of Law

since it reopened in 1974.
&~

Doctor (Doctor of Laws) to 139 at commencement exercises

To date 702 persons have been awarded degrees.

Honorary Doctor of Laws degree will be awarded to William H. Webster,

director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Webster will speak to the law

graduates.
A graduate of Amherst College and the Washington University Law School,
Webster, a native of St. Louis, practiced law for several years in that city before
his appointment as U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri.
also a

membe~

He was

of the Missouri Board of Bar Examiners.

In 1970 he was appointed judge of the U.s. District Court for the Eastern
District of Missouri and in 1973 was elevated to the u.S. Eighth Circuit Court of
Appeals.

During his tenure on the bench,

Conference Advisory Committee on the
Committee on

F~beas

Webste~

C~iminal

was chairman of the Judicial

Rules and a member of the Ad Hoc

Corpus and the Committee of Court Administrations.

Former President Carter named vlebster, a Republican, the third permanent
director of the F.B.I. in 1978.

At his confirmation hearings, he affirmed his belief

that the Bureau could not be "above the law," nor could it use its power to "wage
war on private citizens to discredit them."
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Within his legal profession Webster has served as chairman of the American
Bar Association's Section on Corporations, Banking, and Business Law and is a
member of the American Law Institute and a fellow of the American Bar Foundation.
In 1980 he was named the St. Louis Globe-Democrat's "Man of the Year."
The citation for his honorary degree from the University of Dayton states,
in part, that "he exemplifies in his person and in his achievements all the
qualities encompassed within the mission and purpose of the Law School."
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